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One way to measure the values of a culture is to observe how its children fare.  Are the children 

treasured and protected?  Are they cherished and nurtured?  Or are they seen more like livestock, 

little creatures to be treated somewhat as tools?  For example, it is reported that during the 

Industrial Revolution children as young as four were put to use in factories.  In England, children 

as young as five used to labor in mines.  Charles Dickens’ parents were in debtor’s prison, and so 

at age twelve he worked in a “blacking” factory, applying stain and polish to shoes, purses belts, 

etc.  During those dark old days a high number of children were also used as prostitutes.    

 

The “Second Great Awakening” spiritual movement occurred in America during the early- to 

mid-1800s, at approximately the same historical moment as the Industrial Revolution.  The 

impact of this spiritual awakening continued to shape our culture for decades.  One of the results 

of the Great Awakening involved the cultural value of children.  For example, by the 1870s and 

1880s America saw the advent of child labor laws.  A quarter of our states adopted laws 

prohibiting child labor before 1880; an additional 15 states adopted similar laws during the 

1880s.  In the 1890s our culture sought to extend these laws by requiring attendance at school, 

and raising the minimum age of employment.  The correlation between spiritual awakening and 

the value of children was clearly seen. 

 

Today in America, children are basically prohibited from working for a regular wage until they 

reach the age of 16.  And the sexual use of children is a cultural taboo.  To be more accurate, we 

should say that until recently, it has been a cultural taboo.  However, with the advent of the 

Internet, child pornography has become routinely available, and in the last few years in our 

country child sexual slavery, once assumed to happen only in such far-away places as Thailand 

or India, is beginning to thrive in the USA.  Based upon evidence that will be presented in a few 

moments, it could be argued that we are at a cultural point of transition, beginning to tip once 

again in the direction of tolerance for the raw mistreatment of children. 

 

Let’s look at some facts.  The FBI estimates that in America today there may be as many as 

300,000 children between the ages of 9 – 19 being held (“owned”) by pimps who sell the 

children’s sexual services.
1
  Today it’s called, “Sex Trafficking,” and is extremely lucrative.  
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One researcher estimates that the average predator (in the USA) can make in excess of 

$200,000.00 per year of one young girl.
2 

 

The most common way pimps control these children is to get them hooked on drugs (cocaine, 

heroin) as quickly as possible – within hours of plucking them off the streets.  The pimp then 

becomes the source of drugs for the child.  The child knows that without the pimp’s drugs, life 

would become unbearable within a few hours.  The child also believes that now that she’s a 

prostitute, her parents would be horribly ashamed of her.  So she’s locked into the pimp’s web of 

drugs and prostitution until she dies or becomes useless and is discarded like a worn out shoe. 

 

Foreign girls that are put into prostitution are not only coerced into drug addiction, but are 

moved around from place to place so as not to be able to figure out how to seek help.  Truck 

stops are often active locations for prostitution.   

 

The girls often “fall in love” with their pimps.  It’s known as the “Stockholm Syndrome,” a 

psychological condition in which hostages “bond” with their captors.  In the USA, the most 

widely publicized example of this phenomenon involved newspaper heiress Patty Hearst who 

was kidnapped by an underground terrorist organization calling themselves the “Symbionese 

Liberation Army (SLA).”  As strange as it seemed to the nation, some months after her kidnap  

she participated in a bank robbery as a “member” of the SLA.  So it is that young girls actually 

believe their pimps love them and have their best interests at heart. 

 

From where do these children come?  Some come from Asian countries; some are Hispanic.  

Right now in the St. Louis region there is reportedly an influx of girls coming from Ukraine.  

Some of these kids have actually been sold by their parents.  But larger percentages of them have 

been promised “well paying jobs in the USA.” When they arrive here, they’re turned into 

prostitutes.  However, the majority of these kids are Americans, mainly girls, and mainly run-

aways.  Ninety-six percent of them report that after they ran away from home they had no other 

way of supporting themselves than through prostitution.
3 

 One source found that the average run-

away is scooped up by a pimp within 48 hours of leaving home.
4 

 

As one looks at the issue of the treatment of children within cultures, the issue of child abuse is 

almost certainly one reason why God eradicated the entire ancient Canaanite culture.  That 

culture had a practice of sacrificing their children to their god, Molech ~ they’d burn their kids 

alive, screaming in terror and anguish, on a fiery altar.  God despised this practice to the point 

that He spoke of it specifically, saying, 

 

"'Any Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must be put 

to death. The people of the community are to stone him.  I will set my face against that man and I 

will cut him off from his people; for by giving his children to Molech, he has defiled my 

sanctuary and profaned my holy name.  If the people of the community close their eyes when that 

man gives one of his children to Molech and they fail to put him to death, I will set my face 

against that man and his family and will cut off from their people both him and all who follow 

him in prostituting themselves to Molech” (Lev. 20:1-5 ~ NIV).  That is to say, not only the 

person offering their child to Molech would be severely punished, but the person’s family as 

well.  (See also Lev. 18:21; Jer. 32:35; Acts 7:43). 
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And it is worth noting that God held the entire nation of Israel responsible for the spiritual 

condition of its people.  Much of the Old Testament involves the story of God’s blessing when 

His people lived in obedience to His will, followed by His wrath and punishment when the 

nation drifted away from obedience.  American Christians today should not be too comfortable 

when recalling this principle of God’s management of nations.  We have stood silently by as our 

culture has drifted ever closer to the evils of Sodom and Gomorrah, and our tolerance of the 

sexual abuse of children is a prima facie symptom of our spiritual drift.  Most churches today 

remain comfortably isolated from the realities of trafficked children’s hell.  But God sees. 

 

It’s safe to say that in a spiritually healthy culture, as in a spiritually healthy person, nobody in 

their right mind would think about intentionally harming a child.  In a spiritually healthy culture, 

or person, the protection of a child’s innocence is a sacred value.  So it’s amazing to ponder how 

many people in the USA are not in their right minds.  It’s jarring to realize that with churches on 

so many street corners in every town and suburb, child trafficking could still thrive.  This Bible 

study involves a raw, ugly subject: the sexual “trafficking” children (selling/owning children, 

usually for sexual use ~ i.e., sex slaves) in the United States of America.  You’ve already read 

some startling statistics above.  Here are some more that may make your blood curdle.   

 

 The average age of these children being drawn into the slavery of prostitution, is twelve.
5, 

6  

 

 Human trafficking is the third largest source of income for organized crime, exceeded 

only by arms and drugs trafficking.
7 

 

 Nobody knows for sure how many hundreds of thousands of children are used in the 

creation of child pornography.
8
  But we do know that 20% of the pornography found on 

today’s Internet involves child pornography,
9
 and it’s an understatement to say that these 

children’s lives will never be the same.     

 

 The United States Department of Justice estimates that pornographers have recorded the 

abuse of more than one million children in the United States alone.
10   

To understand how 

grim this has become, today it is possible we’re now told, that if one knows the right 

Internet address, to order up and watch the live rape of an infant.
11, 12

   

 

 Pedophiles have now moved from the playground, to the Internet ~ lurking on MySpace 

or FaceBook ~ posing as children seeking friends.   

 

 Public libraries have become extremely dangerous places for children, as pedophiles get 

sexually charged up using library computers to look at pornography, and then look for 

available children to molest, rape, torture or murder.  Newsrooms around the nation have 

reported stories of this kind in their cities and towns.
13

 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah are setting up camp in our back yard.  This isn’t overstatement for the 

purpose of shock ~ it’s factual evidence backed by research.  If you think it’s insane, it is by 

traditional American standards and by our historical reliance upon God’s Word as the source of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Justice
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our moral and ethical base.  However, as our culture drifts away from our historical faith roots, 

moral insanity is becoming normalized. 

 

Trafficking children has been going on for millennia.  In ancient Bible times, men had 

concubines.  A concubine was usually a slave used for sex, and not all were adult females.   

Concubines came from numerous places ~ war captives; collateral to pay off a family debt; a 

daughter sold by impoverished parents.  King Solomon had 300 concubines.
14

  This wasn’t done 

with God’s approval.  God’s plan from the very beginning was one man, loving one woman, for 

a lifetime. 

 

Abraham also had a concubine, named Hagar.  When Sara didn’t bear a child in time, she 

suggested Abraham have sex with Hagar, which he did, and she conceived a son named 

Ishmael.
15 

 Joseph’s brothers trafficked him ~ sold him into slavery.  Potiphar’s wife assumed 

this handsome young Hebrew slave would naturally want to go to bed with her.  When the slave 

refused, she blew a gasket and framed him.  He was thrown into to prison.
16

  Here we gain clear 

insight into the rights of trafficked children ~ zero ~ they are owned property like a dog or a 

shovel. 

 

As an American, you are probably saying, “But we don’t do that sort of thing in the United 

States.  Your mind may drift to the lovely pastoral picture of Christ holding small children on his 

lap as he said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these" (Mt. 19:14 ~ NIV).  We all love that picture.  So you might be 

stunned to learn that Atlanta is reputed to be the #1 city in America for trafficking children. 
17, 18, 

19
  Would you be surprised to learn that a Missouri TV station conducted research on this subject, 

and reported that St. Louis is the #3 city in America for that terrible purpose?
20 

 

You might recall Isaiah 61:1, a text which Christ applied to himself in his role as Messiah, one 

day as he taught in a synagogue ~ “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the 

LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 

prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn…” (NIV). 

 

In exegeting this text one anti-trafficking organization writes, “The focus of Christ’s passion was 

to bring liberating, healing truth to the poor, the wounded and oppressed.  He came to set 

captives free from sin, injustice and exploitation, and give them new life.  As his followers, his 

mission is our mission.  The freedom and healing of survivors of sexual exploitation is at the 

heart of the mission of the church.”
21 

 

The problem with citing Bible verses  in a Bible study is that if all we do is read and discuss 

them, then neither the Bible nor our faith mean anything to the children whose lives are being 

ruined.  That beautiful little 9-year-old girl being raped and sodomized this afternoon in Atlanta, 

Dallas, LA, or St. Louis, wishes she could quote scripture and make everything happy again.  

Reportedly, some sex slave little girls are raped, sodomized or forced to commit sodomy,  up to 

50 times in a single day.
22, 23, 24

  That’s twice an hour in a 24 hour time period.   
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Were the Apostle James alive today, he’d have a lot of religious enemies for saying, “What good 

is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I 

wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 

it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:14-17 ~ 

NIV).  Notice James didn’t say, “Faith without works is less than helpful.”  He said it is dead.  

That’s fairly threatening language, isn’t it!  It sounds similar to the words of Christ when he said, 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 

does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 

we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  

Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'” (Mt. 7:21-23 ~ 

NIV).  How could Jesus call such obviously nice religious people as these, “evildoers?” 

 

Here’s another quote taken from an on-line article about trafficking.  “Imagine finding human 

trafficking in your own backyard.  Wherever you live, it's not so farfetched.  In fact, each year 

the United States is a destination country for approximately 17,500 men, women and children in 

slavery.  Most of the victims are forced into the commercial sex trade or involuntary labor.”
25

   

Our great nation is becoming a “destination country” for sex slavery.  And if you live in St. 

Louis, your community is now the #3 destination city for adults having sex with children.  This 

is no longer a “far, far away” activity.  It’s here among us, in our own backyard. 

 

This is a brutal subject.  Nobody is pleased to learn about this issue.  It takes all of us way out of 

our comfort zones.  Yet it’s in our land, and in our cities.  It’s part of the “Hydra” of 

sexualization that the Enemy of God is using to destroy our values and our culture.  And isn’t our 

faith supposed to take us out of our comfort zones?  Didn’t Jesus say, "If anyone would come 

after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mt. 16:24).  Let’s now 

move into the Bible study. 

 

Bible Study 
 

Again, these Bible study questions are intended to be discussion-starters that lead one into God’s 

Word for answers.  They are not created to elicit simple “yes/no” or “fill-in-the-blank” answers, 

as seen in many Bible study approaches.  Rather, these questions below are written in a manner 

to draw one’s mind and heart into deeper thought and application of God’s Word to one’s life. 

 

1. Read Matthew 18:3-6 and mark 9:42.  Some argue that Christ was talking about young 

believers when he used the term, “little ones.”  However, using the exegetical principle of 

seeking the simplest and most obvious interpretation, Christ was probably talking about 

children – kids.  So what is Christ’s expressed attitude toward a person who sexually 

abuses or leads a child into sin?  This being so, what is a believer’s responsibility to the 

child?  Bringing this thought closer to home, what’s your church’s responsibility to 

children in your city who are being used for sex?    

 

2. Read James 2:14-17 and Matthew 5:13-16.  One church in Atlanta had turned a blind eye 

to the obvious need in their community, until it was reported that the Atlanta Police 

Department rated the street corner in front of its church building as the #1 spot for 
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prostitution, many of the hookers being younger than 18.  What action should a church 

take when child trafficking is recognized to be a problem in its own back yard?  Define 

“back yard.”  Is it time to move the church farther out into the suburbs?  What would a 

church’s responsibility be, if the #1 spot for prostitution were a mile down the street?  

What does it mean for believers to be “salt and light” in a broken and sinful world?  

Some churches limit their scope of vision to teaching about personal salvation through 

Christ.  Others focus upon social consciousness.  What’s the balance presented in 

scripture? 

 

3. Read John 8:1-11.  How might a church go about showing Christ’s love to a prostitute?  

What do we know generally about prostitutes’ psychological and familial histories?  

What might we reasonably surmise about how a prostitute feels about herself?  How 

might a 12-year-old child feel about herself after being raped forty or fifty times?  What 

do we know about how pimps operate, to keep women enslaved to them?  Would Jesus 

Christ have taken a risk that may have cost his life, to save a child in prostitution?  

Should Christians ever take risks like that to bring a lost sheep into the fold?  Why are 

churches always more enthralled with foreign missions?  What was Christ’s intent as he 

said, “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or 

what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mt. 16:26). 

 

4. Read Matthew 18:12-14.  It has been said that big problems aren’t big until they’re our 

own.  This being so, ask yourself what you would do if it were your 9-year-old pigtailed 

daughter being owned, drug addicted and then put into prostitution with 5 – 10 men each 

day.  How does Christ’s teaching about children have any application to your heart in this 

discussion ~ what kinds of action are you moved to take as a result of what you’ve 

learned in this lesson?  Is the purpose of Bible study just informational? 

 

5. The first text cited in this Bible study was Leviticus 20:1-5.  Take a moment and read it 

again. Does God hold communities (indeed, entire cultures) responsible for the harm 

caused by a few?  Read James 4:17.  What spiritual principle do these two texts teach, 

and what do these texts have to do with the subject of trafficking? 
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How To Become Involved In Fighting Trafficking:   
 

Christianity Today published an excellent article helping Christians get involved in fighting this 

scourge.  Go to: http://www.christianitytoday.com/tcw/2008/janfeb/2.21.html?start=1 

 

For Further Reading: 
 

 Not for Sale, by David Batstone 

 

 The Natashas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade, by Victor Malarek (Arcade 

Publishing, Reprint edition 2005) 

 

 Woman, Child—For Sale, by Gilbert King (Chamberlain Bros., 2004) 

 

 Human Traffic: Sex, Slaves and Immigration, by Craig McGill (Vision Paperbacks, 

2003) 

 

 Redeeming Love, by Francine Rivers (Multnoma, 2001)  

 

 The Sacred Bath: An American Teen's Story of Modern Day Slavery, by Theresa L. 

Flores (iUniverse, Inc., 2007)  

 

Other Websites: 

 

 www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking—U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

Basic information and excellent “tool kits” are available for free. 

 

 www.catwinternational.org—Coalition against Trafficking in Women. This is a 

global non-governmental website (multi-lingual) that offers many articles and facts. 

 

http://www.childrefuge.org/blog/entry/atlanta-emerging-as-nationu2019s-child-prostitution-
http://www.kfvs12.com/Global/story.asp?S=13352443
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/trafficking/Bible%20Study%204%20The%20essen%20tial%20role%20of%20the%20church%20in%20providing%20care%20for%20trafficking%20%20survivors.pdf
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/trafficking/Bible%20Study%204%20The%20essen%20tial%20role%20of%20the%20church%20in%20providing%20care%20for%20trafficking%20%20survivors.pdf
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/trafficking/Bible%20Study%204%20The%20essen%20tial%20role%20of%20the%20church%20in%20providing%20care%20for%20trafficking%20%20survivors.pdf
http://thechurchguide.com/blog/?p=71
http://www.stellasvoice.org/uncategorized/former-orphans-bring-hope-to-troubled-children/
http://www.tillhecomes.org/31-million-sex-slaves/
http://www.notforsalecampaign.org/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/tcw/2008/janfeb/2.21.html?start=1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061206717?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0061206717
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1559707798?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1559707798
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596090057?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1596090057
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1904132170?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1904132170
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1601420617?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1601420617
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0595437184?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwabwministr-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0595437184
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking
http://www.catwinternational.org/
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 www.1-800-sal-army.org—The Salvation Army National Headquarters (click on 

Services/Human Trafficking). Excellent information and resources. 

 

 www.captivedaughters.org—Captive Daughters is committed to ending the 

exploitative practice of sex trafficking, with a particular focus on girls and women. 

 

http://www.1-800-sal-army.org/
http://www.captivedaughters.org/

