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[Note:  In this discussion of same-sex issues, both male and female homosexuality are treated as being the same in 
God’s eyes.  This Bible study will not differentiate between gay vs. lesbian for two reasons: 1) we are not 
conducting a clinical etiology or comparison; and 2) scripture makes no substantive differentiation.  Also, this 
article will not attempt to deal with the cultural or legal ramifications of homosexual unions.] 

 

A few decades ago life was simpler.  Home computers didn’t exist.  The Internet was unheard of.  

Cell phones existed only in Dick Tracy cartoons.  DVDs weren’t even on the drawing board. 

 

And homosexuality was viewed by just about everyone as an “abnormal phenomenon.”  The 

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (first edition ~ DSM-I) published in 

1952, classified homosexuality as a “sexual deviation.”  But things change.  Subsequent DSM 

editions began to modify, and finally do away with homosexuality as a diagnostic category.  This 

change in clinical status reflected the evolving collective opinion of the American Psychological 

Association.  It also reflected a philosophical and moral change occurring in our culture, as we 

shifted from “Modernism” to “Post Modernism.”  

 

Today, approximately 76% of Americans own personal computers, 82% own cell phones, and 

80-plus percent view homosexuality as an “acceptable alternative lifestyle.”  Those three words 

are now taught to American school children, and drummed into corporate and academic 

personnel in the form of mandatory “sensitivity training” classes.  Today, Canada and Sweden 

have essentially outlawed preaching from scripture on the subject of homosexuality, by linking 

biblical references to homosexuality to “hate crimes.”   

 

Today homosexual activists are fostering a belief system in our culture, based upon falsehood.  

Here are three avenues of research that have been adopted as “truth” by the homosexual 

community and the press, while having been demonstrated to be patently untrue via scientific 

research. 
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The “gay gene.”   In spite of numerous research attempts to discover the existence of a  

“gay gene,” and in spite of the press having announced the discovery of a “gay gene,” 

science has not found one.  To the contrary, this line of research has been proven empty.
1
  

No “gay gene” has been found.  Nor has there been proven “gene linkage” between 

specific human genes and particular set of behaviors.  That is to say, red-heads are not 

always hot-tempered; overweight people are not always jolly; effeminate males are not 

always gay, nor are masculine females always lesbian. 

 

 Homosexual twin studies.  Although research has found that approximately half of  

homosexual’s identical twins are also homosexual, the same observation and percentages 

could be made of basketball players who have identical twins ~ about half of them play 

hoops too.  However, when scientific methodology is applied, no genetic causality or 

physical determinants exists.
2, 3, 4, 5

  This is further evidence opposing the “gay gene” 

idea. 

 

 Brain dissection.  Research done by Dr. Simon LeVay caught the world’s attention for a  

moment, as he announced discovery of a group of neurons in the hypothalamic structure 

of the brain, in an area called the “interstitial nuclei of the anterior hypothalamus 

(INAH3).  He claimed that this group of neurons caused homosexual tendencies.
6   

Naturally, the press heralded this as proof of homosexuals’ brains being hard wired, and 

therefore gay and lesbian people simply could not help themselves.   

 

However, numerous subsequent studies both contradicted and found serious flaws in 

LeVay’s research.
7, 8, 9, 10

  Most damning was the discovery that the brain physically 

grows in areas in which it is stimulated ~ which implies that homosexual behavior can 

possibly make the brain grow in certain places.  But this growth neither precedes or 

causes the homosexual orientation.  It is antecedent to (i.e., a product of, or following 

after) the homosexual activity. 

 

So what can we conclude from these observations?  First, we can see that public opinion is  

fickle and unreliable.  It changes as culture evolves, and is therefore an unreliable indicator of 

truth.  The progression of DSM manuals clearly demonstrates this evolution, even among 

professioals.  Second, research concludes that there is no genetic or physically predetermined 

cause for homosexuality.   

 

But what if there was?  What if God created certain people as homosexuals, and then said that 

homosexuality was a sin?  Let’s expand that question: What if God created certain people with 

pre-existing dispositions that led them directly toward what God defined as sin, and then damned 

them because they chose sin rather than choosing His will?  Would that be fair for God to do?   

 

The answer is actually simple.  God defines truth.  Evolving culture is no more than that – an 

evolving set of beliefs that are as reliable as political candidates’ promises before election.  

Cultural mores are fickle.  Yet the second paragraph of our American Declaration of 

Independence catches the flavor of God’s Spirit in each of us as it says, We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
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certain unalienable Rights….  The founders of our nation recognized that we are “endowed by 

our Creator.”  That is, there is a sense of God’s truth hard-wired into us. 

 

Yet theologians remind us that all humans are born with an innate will to defy God’s truth.  We 

are all born in sin ~ there is no part of our humanity that has not been stained by the indelible ink 

of rebellion.  And scripture is very clear in that we have all sinned.
11

  So as we stand before God, 

but for the blood of Christ, we’re each in the same sinking boat as the most sexually active 

homosexual.  

 

This means that Christians who whisper behind their hands about homosexuals, are doing the 

same exercise as a group of people sitting at the gate in an airport an hour after the plane 

departed, arguing about who’s the least culpable based upon how many minutes late they were. 

 

Is this, then, a defense of homosexuality?  Not in the least.  Scripture is very clear about 

homosexuality.  Here are the five primary texts in the Bible, dealing with homosexuality: 

 

Lev 18:22 ~ “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.”  NIV 

 

Lev 20:13 ~ “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what 

is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”   NIV 

 

Rom 1:26-27 ~ “Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 

exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones (i.e., lesbian activity).  In the same way the 

men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 

another (i.e., male homosexuality). Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received 

in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.”  NIV 

 

I Cor. 6:9-11 ~ “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 

be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 

nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 

the Spirit of our God.” NIV 

 

1 Tim 1:8-10 ~ “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact 

that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for 

the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or 

mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and 

perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching…,”  NASV 

 

The New Testament Greek word for homosexual is very clear and very graphic.  It’s a compound 

word:  ajrsenokoitas, (arsenokoitas) ~ from the word “arse” or buttox, and “koitas” or “sexual 

intercourse.”  That is to say, there is no doubt about what scripture is addressing on this subject.  

 

However, and this is a very big “however,” it is worth noting that homosexuality is neither 

placed at the top of any “sin pyramid” in God’s Word, thereby rendering it the worst possible or 
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most detestable sin.  Nor is homosexuality mentioned nearly as frequently as other sins such as 

gossip, slander, and adultery.
12

  Again, this is not to dismiss homosexuality as harmless.  But it is 

important for Christ-followers to be aware, that Jesus himself never focused any of his teaching 

in the specific direction of gay people.  To the contrary, he did focus a great amount of his 

teaching ~ indeed, most of his teaching in the last year of his ministry on earth ~ in the direction 

of the religious conservatives of his day ~ and their self-righteous judgmentalism.   

 

When Christ did teach about sexuality, his teaching was framed in the context of monogamous 

heterosexual marriage (see Mt. 5:27-33; 19:3-9; Mk. 10:2-12; Lk. 16:18.)  And the Apostle Paul 

followed suit (see I Cor. 5:1; 7:1-39; 9:5; 11:3; 2 Cor. 12:21; Eph. 5:23ff; 1 Tim. 3:2, 12). 

 

This is significant to this Bible study because it has been the religious conservatives of our day 

who have branded homosexuality as “the most wretched of all sins,” and have come against the 

homosexual community with the greatest animosity.  It is no wonder, therefore, that gay activists 

call conservative Christians, “gay haters” and “gay bashers,” and have targeted conservative 

Christians as their #1 enemy.  One might argue that they’re just exhibiting their rebellion against 

God, but it’s more likely true that they’re exhibiting their rage against those who have rejected 

and demeaned them, rather than offering them the grace, love and hope for which they are so 

desperately in need. 

 

It’s now time to ask what there is to be learned from God’s Word, and how God’s Word may be 

applied to our hearts in this very difficult conversation regarding homosexuality.  Here are five 

thoughts taken directly from God’s Word: 

 

1.  Christ-followers are not called to judge homosexual people.  Jesus taught, "Do not judge, 

or you too will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Mt. 7:1-2 ~ NIV).  There is a distinct tendency 

of many Christians to forget their own histories of sin, while clearly remembering and even 

categorizing the sins of others.  This is why Christ taught us to focus on the planks in our own 

eyes (Mt. 7:3-5).  See also Mt. 18:23-35.  It is the mature man and woman of God who truly 

recognizes the wisdom of what the Apostle Paul meant when he said that he was the chief of 

sinners.  It is only as we recognize our own hopelessness that we can truly receive God’s grace ~ 

and then we are most able to dispense it to others.  Until then, we’re just “sounding brass.” 

We’ll deal more with the “judging” issue in point #4 below. 

 

2.  Christ-followers are called to love the unlovely.  Romans 5:8 says, “God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Christ modeled the 

principle of loving the unlovely as he dealt with the woman caught in the act of adultery (Jn. 

8:1ff).  There is no small amount of research demonstrating that most homosexual people have 

had extremely difficult relationships in their childhood homes, and often especially with their 

same-sex parents (i.e., fathers and sons; mothers and daughters).  For Christians to duplicate this 

rejective and punitive behavior is loathsome in the eyes of the One who loves and forgives us for 

all our sin.  The One we love as Lord and Savior, calls us to love the unlovely.  The closer we 

are to God, and the more genuinely humble we are, the less “unlovely” sinners look. 
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3.  Christ-followers must understand it is not a sin to have homosexual thoughts.  We all 

have sinful thoughts.  That’s why Christ taught against the masculine art of mentally undressing 

women (Mt. 5:28-30), and it’s why the Holy Spirit killed Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11).  

What is sinful, is when we a) let our minds linger on sinful thoughts; and b) act them out.  

Martin Luther put it succinctly as he said, "You can't stop the birds from flying over your head, 

but you can stop them from nesting in your hair."  Sinful thoughts do not need to become sinful 

actions.  We have a choice, whether they are homosexual or heterosexual thoughts. 

 

Let’s develop this thought a little further.  In a broken world, some men are blessed (or cursed) 

with heightened testosterone levels, which sometimes lead them toward being more prone to 

sexual acting out.  In a broken world, some people are oriented toward same-sex sexuality.  And 

in a broken world, some people are raised in emotionally painful homes, and left with attachment 

hunger that lashes them toward acting out sexually.  For any of these to act out their tendencies, 

outside of a heterosexual marriage, is in opposition to what the Lord teaches.  We are taught that 

the answers to our deepest longings, is Jesus Christ ~ not a sexual partner or experience. 

 

This is to say, we are all called to prayerfully obey the biblical instruction that says, “Flee from 

sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually, 

sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 

in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  

Therefore, Honor God with your body” (I Cor. 6:18-20).  This text wasn’t just written for the 

wild and crazy Corinthian church; nor was it just written for heterosexuals considering affairs. 

 

4.  Christ-followers must keep the Body pure.  Because of its enormous power in human 

dynamics, sexual sin is given specific mention numerous times within both Old and New 

Testaments (e.g., Ex. 20:14; Lev. 18:6-24; 19:22; 20:10-21; Mt. 5:27-28; 15:19).  As is true with 

any flagrant sin, the church has a responsibility to Jesus Christ and to the local Body, to provide 

godly leadership, Christian example, and spiritual obedience.  This is especially true in regard to 

sexual issues.  The principle of churches maintaining spiritual standards and discipline is just as 

true whether the specific issue involves a believer having an affair, involved with homosexual 

behavior, or hooked on porn.   

 

Although believers are cautioned against judging others, in regard to flagrant sin in the church 

(i.e., specifically within the Body of Christ) there is an essential “judging” component.  Paul 

articulated this clearly when he instructed the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 5:1-13) to cast out a 

sinning member, and to have nothing to do with him until he repented.  There are two primary 

purposes for this emphasis in churches.   

 

The first purpose is that of keeping the Body pure.  Some churches feel that all who are 

knowingly and willfully involved in sexual sin, should be dismissed from the church until they 

get right with the Lord.  Others hold that the church exists for sinners, and therefore only those in 

leadership positions should be dismissed from the church.  Still others believe that those in 

leadership positions should be encouraged to remain in the church, but be taken out of leadership 

until they get right with God.  These three differing opinions find at least part of their basis from 

scriptures including 1 Cor. 5:1-13 and 2 Cor. 7:10.  Again, the first purpose of church discipline 

is to keep the Body pure.   
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However, the second purpose is no less significant than the first.  Biblical discipline always has 

as its objective repentance, reconciliation and restoration (Mt. 3:8; Lk. 5:32; Gal. 6:1-2).  As is 

the case with any sexual sin, the life of a person who claims to be a Christian but is actively 

engaged in homosexual behavior calls for some level of spiritual intervention, whether it 

includes dismissal from the church until the person repents and resubmits to the Lord’s will, 

removing them from leadership until they get right with God, or any other form of godly 

intervention.   

 

5.  Christ-followers are to pursue precisely those who are in sin.  Jesus intentionally plunged 

into conversation with a Samaritan woman (Jn. 4:4-26); into a relationship with a loathsome tax 

collector (Luke 19:1-8); and he regularly ate meals with the “low life” of his society (Mt. 9:11-

13).  His mission statement read like this:  “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 

lost.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners" (Lk. 19:10; Mt. 9:13). That is to say, a 

homosexual person who is not a Christian should be one of the objectives for the Body to pursue 

~ not just to “win another scalp for Jesus,” but to demonstrate the love and healing power of 

Christ. 

 

And part of the message we can deliver to the homosexual is that there is healing in Christ.  In a 

verse previously cited above, the Apostle Paul wrote, Do you not know that the wicked will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters 

nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy 

nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is 

what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor 6:9-11). What makes this 

text so significant for the homosexual is the word in verse eleven, “were.”  “And that is what 

some of you were.” 

 

The clear implication is that through faith in Christ, there were people in the church in Corinth 

who had been practicing homosexuals, and then were not.  This particular scripture does not 

speak specifically regarding how this transformation occurred.  Some may argue that these  

formerly practicing homosexual people used will power to stop their homosexual activity.  

Others may posit that they had their childhood issues addressed through the love of the Body of 

Christ and then stopped feeling homosexual urges.  Others may hold that the former 

homosexuals were miraculously transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit of God.  All we 

know is what scripture says ~ that these formerly practicing homosexual people had been 

“…washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 

God.”  And then they ceased living homosexual lives.  However God does it, He is able to 

transform human beings so that they reflect the character of His Son, Jesus Christ.  And in that 

transformation, we all are healed. 

 

We’ve covered a lot of biblical ground.  Let’s now go to a few specific texts and questions. 

 

Bible Study 
 

1.  Read Mt. 9:11-13.  Who are today’s equivalent of “tax collectors and sinners”?  How is the    
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    Christ-follower taught, by Jesus, to reach these people for His kingdom?  What is the average  

    Churchgoer’s response to these people?  What does it mean to love the unlovely in the name  

    of Jesus?  Who defines “unlovely?”  Would Jesus call these people “unlovely,” or is this a  

    moniker that churchgoers have attached to folks whom they find difficult to love? 

 

2.  Read Romans 5:8.  Did Christ die for the salvation of homosexual people, or just for lesser 

     sinners?  Read Ephesians 1:7-8.  How does a Christ-follower go about being a conduit of 

     God’s grace to a homosexual person?  What does grace mean to a homosexual, and why does  

     he or she need it?  Does the homosexual likely know that they need God’s grace? 

 

3.  Back in the late 1800s, Francis Thompson wrote a poem called, “The Hound of Heaven.”   

     Here are the first few lines:  

 

“I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;  

  I fled Him, down the arches of the years;  

  I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways  

  Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears  

  I hid from Him, and under running laughter.”  

 

     In your own life, ponder how God pursued you until He won you to Himself.  Now apply  

     your experience in coming to Christ, with other people’s needs for Christ.  If sinners  

     (including homosexuals) are living lives of fleeing from God, how then does this teach us to  

     act toward them and pray for them?  How did Christ respond to the woman caught in  

     adultery, in John 8:11?  Is homosexuality a greater means of “running from God” than  

     adultery?   

 

4.  Why is the sin of homosexuality arguably the most difficult for conservative Christians to 

      handle?  How is this question linked to spiritual pride and complacence?   

 

5.  Track the path of societal destruction outlined by the Apostle Paul in Romans 1:18-32.     

     Identify five or six phases of cultural deterioration.  Then discuss where we’re at in the  

     U.S.A. 

 

6.  If, instead of a five-time divorcee, or instead of a woman caught in the act of adultery, Jesus  

     had come face to face with a homosexual whose body was emaciated with AIDS and was  

     soon to die, what do you think Jesus’ message would have been to him or her?   

 

7.  Spend some time in prayer.  Ask Christ to put in your mind someone who needs him, even if    

     they’re a homosexual.  Ask Jesus to show you how to love them in His name.  Ask Jesus to  

     teach you how to pray for them, in His name.  Write their name and put it in your Bible as a  

     bookmark.  Pray for them each time you open your Bible.  Invite them into your home and  

     serve them a meal.  Look for ways to serve them in the name of Jesus.  Ask Jesus to teach you  

     how to lead them to Him. 
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