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Warning:  Some of the research content on subsequent pages could easily be classified as 

literary PG-13 ~ not appropriate for children. 

 

A biblical proverb translated in the old King James Version, says, “… as (a person) thinketh in 

his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7).  Another way of translating that verse may be, “There is no 

separation between the values a person truly holds, and the collective effect upon their 

character.”  This is true in the home, in academia, the business world, and the culture. 

 

Our culture has succumbed to a tidal wave of pornography.  It has swept over us and we are now 

beginning to witness the wreckage.  This chapter will explore some of the effects of this 

wreckage, specifically in terms of the social costs.  To understand what these costs involve, think 

of things like heightened crime rates, broken marriages, weakened churches, degrading attitudes 

toward women, tolerance of formerly taboo things like child trafficking, sexual addiction, and 

increased financial costs for almost all products of any kind.  Whether or not you actually use 

pornography, it is costing you money, threatening the safety and future lives of your children and 

grandchildren, and weakening positive moral influences in our culture.  

 

Before going further, credit must be given to the Witherspoon Institute in Princeton, N.J.  They 

have published a tremendous booklet by this title as well, “The Social Costs of Pornography.
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  In 

their booklet they articulated eight findings, all supported by credible research.  So as not to plow 

old ground, this chapter begins by highlighting their findings and encouragiung the reader to 

study their entire booklet for supportive detail.  Their eight findings are: 

 

FINDING  ONE ~ Unlike at any other time in history, pornography is now available and 

consumed widely in our society, due in large part to the internet.  No one remains 

untouched by it. 
 

FINDING  TWO ~ There is abundant empirical evidence that this pornography is 

qualitatively different from any that has gone before, in several ways: its ubiquity, the use 

of increasingly realistic streaming images, and the increasingly “hard-core” character of 

what is consumed. 
 

FINDING  THREE ~ Today’s consumption of internet pornography can harm women in 

particular. 
 

FINDING  FOUR ~ Today’s consumption of internet pornography can harm children in 

particular. 



 

FINDING  FIVE ~ Today’s consumption of internet pornography can harm people not 

immediately connected to consumers of pornography. 
 

FINDING  SIX ~ The consumption of internet pornography can harm its consumers. 
 

FINDING  SEVEN ~ Pornography consumption is philosophically and morally 

problematic. 
 

FINDING  EIGHT ~ The fact that not everyone is harmed by pornography does not 

entail that pornography should not be regulated. 
 

In the remainder of this chapter we would like to add further thought to the Witherspoon list of 

findings, because the advent of rampant pornography into our culture’s lifeblood is a massive 

and debilitating issue.  Our writing is in no way intended to belittle the Witherspoon work.  The 

study of the social costs of pornography plus attending research could fill several volumes.  Our 

writing is merely an extension of the study of these costs in our society. 

 

FINDING  NINE ~ Entire cultures weaken when sex is uncontrolled.  

 

Christ once stated a principle, “Out of the overflow of (one’s) heart his mouth speaks” (Lk. 

6:45).  This principle speaks as much to a culture and its values, as it does to an individual.  In 

his booklet, Where the Battle Rages, author Michael Craven states, “Those cultures that began 

with a strong sexual ethic and later embraced a philosophy of sexual freedom for a period of at 

least three generations, inevitably experienced cultural demise” (author’s italics).
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  A question  

Americans are asking today is, “Is our culture in decline?”  The question is being discussed on 

radio and TV programs, university classes and international political convocations.  The 

overriding response is, “Yes we are in decline, economically, morally, and militarily.”  Our 

culture’s  sexualization is certainly not the only reason for this decline ~ but it is clearly part of 

the conversation. 

 

Another culture that has been studied at length, is the Roman culture.  Many existing texts 

describe the historical rise, and fall, of that massive empire.  Supporting Craven’s comment 

(above), in any cursory exploration of sexual practices of the latter Caesars one finds many of 

them were sexually deviant.  Here are a couple of examples: 

 

 “After retiring to Capri, where he had a private pleasure palace built, many young men  

 and women trained in sexual practices were brought there for his pleasure, and would  

 have sex in groups in front of him. Some rooms were furnished with pornography and sex  

 manuals from Egypt - which let the people there know what was expected of them.  

 Tiberius also created lechery nooks in the woods and had girls and boys dressed as  

 nymphs and Pans prostitute themselves in the open. The place was known popularly as  

 ‘goat-pri.’" 
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“Some of the things he did are hard to believe. He had little boys trained as minnows to 

chase him when he went swimming and to get between his legs and nibble him. He also 

had babies not weaned from their mother breast suck at his chest and groin. There was a 

painting left to him, with the provision that if he did not like it he could have 10,000 gold 



pieces, and Tiberius kept the picture.  It showed Atalanta sucking off Meleager.  Once, in 

a frenzy while sacrificing, he was attracted to the acolyte and could not wait to hurry the 

acolyte and his brother out of the temple and assault them.  When they protested, he had 

their legs broken.”
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