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Almost everyone who marries, believes during the months of their courtship and engagement 

that they are well matched with their future spouse.  Most relationships go through rather 

predictable first stages.  The first stage is usually identified as “the romantic stage.”  This stage 

may or may not be accompanied by gushy romantic feelings – but it is almost always a stage in 

which both parties tend to IDEALIZE one another.   

 

As such, this stage represents what some therapists call, “temporary insanity.”  It’s often an 

emotional roller coaster.  During this stage couples are often willing to ignore massive red flags 

that others plainly see in one another or in their circumstances, in order to “attach.”  They often 

blithely dismiss issues brought to them by loved ones or friends.  They often stubbornly hold 

onto their belief that they, and only they, know the truth and depth of the relationship.   

 

Dangerous couples in this stage naively believe that the emotions they feel in this stage, will be 

lasting.  The really dangerous (AKA, bone stupid) couples use the raw emotional energy of this 

stage to propel themselves into active sexuality and hasty marriages.  Those who leap into 

marriage while in this stage frequently end up divorcing. 

 

So if you’re smart, and if you’re in this first phase of a love relationship, do yourself and your 

“significant other” a huge favor ~ slow the train waaaaaay down.  Do NOT marry.  Take several 

months to get to know one another.  Stay the heck out of bed until you’re married, and don’t 

move in with each other.  The rest of this paper will help you get to know each other.  It’s on you 

to believe that research clearly demonstrates that premarital sexual involvement and cohabitation 

are like putting poison in a cup before using it for coffee. 

 

The second phase of a love relationship is often far less a roller coaster.  During this second 

phase the couple transfers their trust ~ from trusting their raw emotions and passions ~ to trusting 

the reality that each of them brings to the table.  In healthy relationships, this phase may seem 

rather boring compared to the first phase.  In healthy relationships, neither person is trying to 

save, rescue, or “fix” the other ~ they just enjoy being together.   

 

Since the best marriages are built upon the best friendships, these couples take the time and 

invest the energy needed to create deep, peaceful, and enduring friendships with each other.  

They don’t depend on dating to create an image of themselves.  They take time, time, and more 

time, and get to know each others’ values, friends, strengths, weaknesses, hopes and dreams.   
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As relationships grow into deeper and more stable post-romantic phases, often the very things 

which drew a couple together in the beginning become problematic issues, hurdles to be 

overcome a year or two later.  As odd as it may sound, sometimes couples don’t even begin to 

process some of the most important issues pertaining to the depth, breadth and strength of their 

relationship until months after they are married.  Any pastor or therapist will tell you that 

couples will process this level of content – it’s just a matter of time. 

 

As the partners’ experience of the word “intimacy” evolves from sexual overtones to 

connotations of a deeper understanding of the other person, it’s not uncommon for people to 

uncover surprises in one another.  While there are always going to be some surprises in marriage, 

the more couples can explore one another’s emotional and spiritual depth prior to marriage, the 

fewer surprises are likely, and the easier the emotional and spiritual adjustment will generally be 

following marriage. 

 

What follows are a series of questions which we encourage couples to process together.  There’s 

nothing magical about these questions.  They are intended to lead couples into areas of deeper 

reflection as fiancées consider pledging their lives to one another, “until death do us part.”  We  

encourage you to use the following questions as a discussion format for several “dates,” giving 

perhaps five  minutes to each question as both partners give their answers.  One way or another, 

you will process this level of information.   

 

Wisdom says it’s smart to do so before getting married.  So take your time.  Take one question at 

a time.  Perhaps discuss one question each time you are together, or if distance separates you, 

each time you’re on the phone, or on Skype, or texting.  Think about your answer and then ask 

the other person to share their answer.  When you find any broad discrepancies, stop and talk 

about them.  You’re not going to avoid these questions by marrying – but you will almost 

certainly intensify the challenges if you marry with these kinds of questions unaddressed. 

 

If you’re Christians, pray together about these issues.  Learn to invite God into your relationship 

beginning right now.  You’ll find prayer is one of the deepest aspects of intimacy that you’ll ever 

experience as a couple. 

 

You might think this is too much to do ~ we don’t need this ~ who’s got the time ~ etc.  

However, marriage is a life-long commitment.  Are you willing to put in the time it takes to 

know one another well and deeply, or do you think you already know it all?  If that last thought 

makes you bristle, then perhaps the next 60 questions are especially for you. 

 

Item     Question        

 

1. Do I have the capacity to create and sustain an emotionally intimate relationship? 

How have I demonstrated this ability thus far in my life?  How do I feel when my fiancée 

and I are discussing deep or private issues?  Am I comfortable with it, or do I tend to 

want to change the subject? 

 

2. Does the person I am considering, have the same capacity?  How has he/she 
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demonstrated that capacity thus far in his/her life?  How does my fiancée appear to feel 

when we are discussing deep or private issues? 

 

3. Would I say that I am “eager,” or “hesitant,” for my partner to know my deepest and 

most private issues?  Why? 

 

4. Am I still emotionally tied up with any difficult or painful relationships or experiences 

which have happened to me previously in my life (e.g., previous love relationship, 

previous or ongoing problems with parents, a former marriage, etc.), or will I be able to 

focus most of my emotional energy on my marriage?  Tip:  If you’re still emotionally tied 

up, then seek counseling and get these things worked through before marrying, or you’ll 

just transfer your emotional problems and issues into your marriage. 

 

5. How would I answer the previous question in regard to the person I am considering  

 becoming attached to? 

 

6. How generally mature am I?  E.g., am I mature enough to live with both my, and my 

partner’s inconsistencies, rough edges, and quirks?  Do I seek “perfection” in either 

myself or my fiancée?  Can I allow myself, and/or my fiancée, to have personal 

inconsistencies, rough edges, and quirks?  Am I capable of loving a person who is not 

perfect? 

 

7. How emotionally mature and stable are we both when we’re together?  Are we more 

mature, or less mature when we’re together?  Are we as mature and stable when we’re 

apart, as when we’re together? 

 

8. Am I capable of trusting?  Do I want to trust him/her?  Do I have a history of being 

comfortable with trusting others, or do I feel I have a lot that I tend to keep “close to 

the vest?”  Tip:  People who have difficulty with trust, almost always have broken parts 

in their souls.  Those broken parts will definitely put a “load” onto the marriage; in some 

cases those broken parts will destroy marriage. 

 

9. Is my fiancée capable of trusting?  Does he/she want to trust me?  Has he/she 

demonstrated a capacity to trust me even with “damaging” information? 

 

10. Am I flexible?  Do I have the capacity and willingness to change as may be necessary 

within an ongoing relationship? 

 

11. How flexible is my fiancée?   

 

12. How similar are our values and dreams? 

 

13. How much do we know about one another's parenting styles?  Are we comfortable with  

 them? 
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14. Are we at relatively the same spiritual level?  If not, how might this affect such future 

marital issues as child discipline, budgeting, and relationships with others?  Tip:  In the 

final analysis, the spiritual lives of each partner in a marriage become dominant issues.  

It’s far better to deal with this question before marriage, than try to do so after marriage. 

 

15.  Have we known one another long enough to be relatively certain that what we are seeing 

in one another is not a mask, but is the genuine person?  What leads us to believe that we 

have known one another long enough to sustain the emotional and spiritual intensity of a 

life-time marriage and of long-term commitment? 

 

16. Do we know one another's friends well enough to ascertain that our personal perspective 

of our fiancée is shared by others?  And what sort of people does our fiancée surround 

himself/herself with?  Will I like them?  Am I comfortable with them?  Do they accept 

me? 

 

17. In my experience thus far, with what level of respect does the other person treat me?   

 How free am I to be who and what I am?  Does he/she pressure or manipulate me to  

 change, or do things his/her way?  Do I feel respected by my fiancée?  How does he/she  

 demonstrate respect for me, my feelings, my opinions, and my values? 

 

18. Do I respect my fiancée?  Does the respect flow both ways, equally? 

 

19. When I monitor my "gut feeling," what do I feel about living with my fiancée until we 

die?  Do I feel peace or chaos? 

 

20. How do we both handle time management?  Is it likely that we will create  enough time 

for one another, to keep the relationship fresh and exciting, once the relationship passes 

the easy early stages?  Judging by how much time we’ve allowed for one another prior to 

marriage, how might we anticipate our time management for one another following 

marriage? 

 

21. Are we both comfortable with the word, "commitment?"  Am I sure I can sustain  that  

 word myself?  In my estimation of my fiancée, can he/she? 

 

22. Are we both comfortable taking the time necessary to get to know one another well 

enough that we can slowly progress through each stage of emotional closeness?  Or is 

there a sense of urgency to get closer so we can get on with things?  If one were to 

describe our relationship, is it more like two ships gradually coming together on a calm 

sea, or two ships throwing ropes to one another, to rescue one another in choppy seas?  

Tip:  Fast relationships are usually dangerous ~ they reflect powerful under-water 

currents that need to be understood before marriage.  Hungry shoppers are dangerous 

shoppers.  Genuine attachment cannot be rushed ~ it brews slowly, like fine wine. 

 

23. Are we comfortable being apart, or when we’re apart is there a sense of jealousy, deep 

loneliness, fear that the relationship might somehow be at risk, or other anxiety?  
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24. Are we sexually involved with one another?  If not, then go to the next question. 

If so, here are some additional questions: 

 

a. How do we reconcile our sexual activity with our faith?   

b. How do we separate hormonal issues from relational depth and strength?   

c. Are we both certain that we can tell the difference between depth of love, 

versus depth of passion and hormones? 

d. If we are unable to maintain sexual celibacy before marriage, why 

do we believe we’ll be able to maintain fidelity toward one another after 

marriage? 

 

25. All people change and evolve as they mature.  What traits do I see in my fiancée  to lead 

me to believe he/she has a depth and stability of character to love me even if I change as I 

mature? 

 

26. Do I have the depth and stability of character to love and accept my fiancée,

 assuming he/she may evolve and mature? 

 

27. Understanding that when one marries another, one also marries the other person’s 

 family system, what do we think about one another’s family systems?  Are we  

comfortable with them, and are they comfortable with us?  Do our parents approve of our 

choice?  Do our siblings approve?  Do those who know us best, sense any red flags?  If 

so, what are they, and how are you receiving this information (well, or immaturely)?  

What are the issues, how might we resolve them, and how will they likely affect our 

marriage?  Tip:  When you marry, you will indeed marry one another’s family system, 

and you will live with that family system being part of your lives.  Does that feel good or 

bad? 

 

28. Are there any old issues in our past which might pop up once we’re married?  If 

 so, what are they?  In what ways might we prepare to support one another if 

these issues do pop up?   

 

29. Do we know one another primarily through dating (dressing up, smelling good 

 smiling most of the time while keeping conversation basically at the surface), or 

do we know one another in a variety of situations?  Can we say that we know one 

another’s deeper characters? If so, why can we say this?  Do both of us have personal 

histories that demonstrate stability and strength, or does one of us bring a certain amount 

of chaos to the relationship?  What does this chaos mean?  Tip: Chaos usually represents 

a person whose life is in some sort of upheaval.  It is wise to tame the chaos before tying 

marital knots. 

 

30. How long have we known one another?  a) A few weeks; b) a few months; c) a year; d) 

two years; e) three years or longer.  If our answer is a) or b), do we really believe we 

know enough about one another to make a marriage work?  That is, what makes us think 

that we have deep enough and wide enough knowledge of one another, so as to trust 
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ourselves to one another for a lifetime of marriage?  Tip: Speed in attachment is a very 

serious red flag.  

 

31. Have we seen each other managing some of the bigger emotions that we all 

have, such as fear, anger and sadness?  Are we both comfortable with each other’s ability 

to handle those emotions?  When our fiancée handles big emotions does he/she project 

them back at us, as if they’re our fault?  Or does he/she handle them in a manner that 

helps him/her overcome them without blaming someone else? 

 

32. If a marriage counselor asked, “What are you most fearful of as you marry?” how would 

you answer that question?  

 

33. If the same marriage counselor asked, “What are you most excited about as you consider 

marrying?” how would you answer that question? 

 

34. If that same pesky marriage counselor asked, “If you could change one thing in your 

fiancée, what would it be, and why?” how would you answer?  Tip: Your answer to that 

question is extremely important.  However, be advised ~ you will very likely not ever, 

ever change that part of your fiancée (or spouse), so you need to ask yourself if you are 

prepared to live with that trait until one of you dies. 

 

35. And if a marriage counselor were to ask you to make a wild guess, what would you guess 

to be the first issue about which you and your new spouse will have your first fight in 

your first year of marriage?  Who is more likely to win?  Why? 

 

36. What are your three greatest strengths as a couple? 

 

 a. 

 

 b. 

 

 c. 

 

37. What are your three greatest areas of need for growth as a couple? 

 

 a. 

 

 b. 

 

 c. 

 

38. Recognizing that the first stage of a romantic relationship is “infatuation,” how 

will you know when you have moved out of that stage?  What would you guess  

might be your “next stage” in your relationship?  What might be some of the symptoms 

when you move out of the infatuation stage into that next stage? 
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39. Write a personal definition of the word, “love.”  Then compare it with your fiancée’s 

definition.   

 

40. Using the following scale, circle the number which reflects what you believe faith in 

Christ means to:  

Lo   Hi 

 

Yourself 1       2       3       4       5       

 

Your fiancée 1       2       3       4       5 

  

 Now write two sentences regarding why you circled each number. 

 

41. Will you integrate faith into your marriage?  If so, in what ways? 

 

42. In what ways will you plan to integrate our faith into your child rearing? 

 

43. Are there any current pressures “driving” you toward marriage -- pressures without which 

you might not normally consider marrying?  If so, what are they?  What might happen in 

your marriage once those pressures are lifted?  Tip: If you marry in order to avoid 

personal problems, then you are almost guaranteeing serious marital problems, and they 

will be your fault.  It’s best to resolve personal problems first ~ then stabilize ~ then 

marry. 

 

44. Do either of you have a history of promiscuity or use of pornography?  If so, this is a 

massive red flag and you need to talk about it as it likely represents the following: 

 Attachment issues  

 Spiritual issues 

 Possibly STD issues (you should get checked for STDs if you’ve had other sexual 

partners, no matter how long ago) 

 

45. Are either of you “rescuing” the other from any painful situation (e.g., difficult parents; 

problems at school; a failed previous marriage; getting out of the house away from a 

difficult family; financial insecurity; a lonely/empty life; needing help raising children, 

etc.)?  If so, what do you suspect the relationship might become after this process of 

“rescuing” has run its course?  Do you truly love one another, or are your needs 

providing a lot of energy in this relationship?  (Need-based relationships are very, very 

dangerous.  They lead to co-dependency, and divorce.  Is that what you want?) 

 

FOR INDIVIDUALS COMING FROM CLEARLY DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY SYSTEMS 

 

46. Is there any alcoholism, drug abuse, emotional abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, 

gambling addiction, workaholism, major mental/nervous disorders, or other serious 

problems in either of your families of origin?  If so, how do these experiences affect the 

person who suffered them?  How do these experiences affect you as a couple, and how 

might you plan for dealing with their effects? 
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a. How did the family pathology (e.g., alcoholism, abuse, divorce, mental 

illness, etc.) affect you?  Can you name three or four major impacts it had 

upon your personality formation?  Can you track those themes 

into your adult years? 

 

b. How did you learn to establish boundaries? 

 

c. Do you know how to have a relationship with boundaries? 

 

d. Do you allow others to have boundaries, or do you tend to “crash” 

their boundaries? 

 

e. Do you need to control people with whom you are emotionally close?  If 

so, what’s your format of controlling? 

 Power 

 Anger 

 Manipulation 

 Helplessness 

 Dishonesty 

 Triangling with others 

 Sarcasm 

 Other (define) 

 

f. Do you need to be controlled by those with whom you are close? 

 

g. Did you play any particular role in your family of origin when you were a 

child?  Some examples of roles include:  Hero; Villain; Lost Child; 

Scapegoat; Rebel; Peacemaker.  How do you play that role now as an 

adult in your adult relationships? 

 

h. Do you tend to find people who are emotionally needy, and then try to 

attach to, or fix, them?  If so, how would you correlate this tendency with 

what you learned about relationships in your childhood home, specifically 

with your mom and dad? 

 

47. If any of the issues of #46 are in your family histories, have you sought therapy to 

 help you process the effects they likely have on you and your ability to make an  

emotional and spiritual connection such as marriage? 

 

48. If any of the issues of #46 are in your family histories, do you have a “safety net” 

 of relationships with therapeutic, pastoral, or other professional sources, to help 

 if/when these issues bring problems to your marriage? 

 

49. If any of the issues in #46 are in your family history, do you have a broad group 

 of family and friends to help support and encourage you, or are you somewhat 
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 isolated in terms of relationships?  (If you are isolated, how can you tell the  

 difference between love, and being rescued from your own isolation?) 

 

FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY MARRIED 

 

50. If either of you have ever been divorced here are a few questions that may be 

  uncomfortable, but will help you process the wisdom of continuing the  

relationship.   

 

a.         Has the divorced person been through a divorce recovery program, therapy, or  

 other supportive and insightful relationship which helped move the person  

 through the pain and beyond many of the issues of divorce?  If not, and especially  

 if the divorced person is seeking to re-attach within the first two years after  

 his/her divorce, it is likely that the next person they marry is going to be the  

 recipient of a ton of their residual divorce related issues (no matter what they  

 say about how healed and together they are). 

 

 b. Has the divorced person understood and accepted his/her responsibility within the  

  previous marital failure.  Or, is the person still blaming the ex-spouse for the  

  marital failure?  If the latter is true, you’ve got a big problem on your hands,  

  because to blame is to play the role of the victim, and to pass off responsibility  

  onto the other person.    If your potential spouse is doing that re: their previous  

  marriage, they’ll do it to you too. 

 

c.  Has the divorced person gained tools needed so as to avoid making the  

 same mistakes again in a second marriage?  If so, what mistakes did they 

make in the previous marriage, and what new tools do they have now that 

they did not have before?  The divorced person needs to be very specific in 

answering both these questions. 

 

d.        Has the divorced person lived long enough as a single adult (minimum two years,  

preferably three years) to establish himself/herself as a viable, successful,  

independent, emotionally stable adult who is capable of effectively living the rest  

of his/her life as a single adult?  Serious danger signals include: a) quick re- 

attachment after divorce (leading to as high as 95% second marital failure); b) less  

than two years minimum as a successful single adult; and c) a pattern of serial- 

monogamy (i.e., being attached to this person, then that person, then the next  

person, even though they didn’t marry any of them) which often reflects  

substantive attachment issues as well as character deficits.   

 

51. If there are children from a previous marriage, how do these children feel about their  

 parent (you, or your fiancée) remarrying, and how do the kids feel about the new  

 potential mate?  This is a significant issue, since the primary reason for second- and  

 subsequent- divorces has to do with step-parenting and related issues. 
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52. Since step-parenting issues are frequently the #1 reason for second marriage failure, what 

have you done to prepare yourselves for the step-parenting issues which are bound to 

arise in your relationship?  Have you read any books on the subject of step-parenting?  If 

there are going to be step-children in this marriage, you should read at least two books on 

step-parenting issues.  And it’s likely that you’re still going to get clobbered by step-

issues.  Have you spoken at length with any other adults who are step-parents?  If not, 

you definitely should. 

 

53. How would you expect the ex-spouse(s) to handle your remarrying? 

 

a. Will your ex-spouse accept it gracefully and supportively, or will he/she more 

likely be intrusive and manipulative?  If the latter, will your relationship be able 

to handle that pressure? How may you plan to support one another if/when a 

former spouse intrudes into your relationship? 

 

 b. How will remarriage affect any financial arrangements you currently have 

with, or because of, ex-spouses?  How will any child-support be affected by 

remarriage?  How will the marriage be affected by child support? 

 

 c. How will remarriage affect any child custody arrangements currently in 

effect?  Are you both ready and willing to maturely handle the complex 

challenges inherent in step-relationships?  What do you suspect will be some 

of those challenges?  Have you discussed how you will attempt to handle them 

when they arise? 

 

54.       Have you considered a pre-nuptial agreement?  Should you?  Some people feel that pre-

nups imply a lack of trust.  Others consider pre-nups to be a means of keeping their 

respective children from fighting over estates when one or both partners die – as means 

of making sure that their respective children get important or appropriate things from 

each spouse’s individual estate.  What are your thoughts about pre-nuptial agreements? 

 

SPIRITUAL QUESTIONS 

 

55.       Open a Bible to 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, and compare the definitions of “love” you 

both wrote in question 39.  How are your definitions different?  If you had to bet your 

happiness on one definition (i.e., yours vs. the biblical definition) which would you bet 

on, and why? 

 

56.  Speculate about what impact faith in Christ might have upon the following: 

 

a. How you will prioritize and allocate your income.  I.e., whether or not you will 

“tithe” (i.e., give 10% of your income to God), and what other implications of your 

marital finances may flow from that decision.   

 Will you have joint or separate checking accounts?   

 Will you share all income as “family income” or will you have “his” and 

“hers?”   
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 Who will pay the bills?   

 Using what money?   

 How will you plan for retirement?   

 How will you transfer your personal estates to your children when you die?   

 How much money would either of you spend without first consulting the 

other?   

 

b. How you handle child rearing including discipline, punishment, family rules, 

expressions of love, and any family member’s “big emotions.” 

 

c. How much time each of you spend with your children each day.   

 

d. How you’d handle a clear opportunity to have a secret affair.  How you’d  

handle yourself if you found out your spouse had an affair. 

 

e. How you each handle your big emotions when they happen. 

 

f. How you handle forgiveness when it’s needed by the other person. 

 

g.  How you handle failure when the other person fails you miserably. 

 

h. How you handle failure when you fail the other person. 

 

i. How you handle your parents, and your spouse’s parents, if they intrude  

on your marriage. 

 

k.       How you handle your own loneliness and self-esteem. 

 

l.       How you communicate about really difficult issues. 

 

m.       How able you are to trust; how trustworthy each of you truly is.  

 

n.       How you handle yourself if you spouse hasn’t been totally honest with  

    you. 

 

o.       How you handle making marital peace when you’d rather make war ~ 

what biblical texts do you rely on at this moment? 

 

 Continued:  Speculate about what impact faith in Christ may have upon: 

 

p.       How you handle prayer – whether individually, together, or not at all. 

 

q.       How you handle the normal marital needs for flexibility and maturity, 

when you want to be inflexible and immature. 

 

r.       How much debt you will allow your marriage to incur, and how that debt 
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load will affect your marital financial management. 

 

57.   In what order do you each intend to prioritize the following variables:  Spouse,  

Children, Faith, Occupation?  (How you prioritize these in terms of time and  

resources will have an overriding impact on your relationship.) 

 

 

FLOATING A COUPLE OF BALLOONS: 

 

58.  Measure your support system:  One of the traits of emotionally healthy people is that they 

have numerous peer-friends around them.  By contrast, emotionally unhealthy people 

tend to be loners, with few real friends, or with very superficial relationships.  Often, the 

only “friends” of emotionally unhealthy people are those they date.  It is dangerous to 

marry when either you, or your fiancée, have zero or just one or two other friends, 

because that puts too much dependence upon the “one egg” in your basket (your spouse).  

How many eggs (meaningful, close relationships) do each of you have in your respective 

baskets, and what does that tell you about your likelihood of your marriage lasting? 

 

59. Look before you leap:  The leap into marriage can be fun ~ honeymoons are usually 

terrific.  But marriage can also be a leap straight into hell.  Take your time before tying 

this knot.  Don’t let chaotic or difficult circumstances push you into quick decisions.  

Marriage was intended by God to be your best, most personal and intimate relationship in 

life.  Marriage can also become the absolute worst experience of your life.  If you have 

any concerns it is far wiser to take some time and think things through, because you will 

never, ever be the same after marrying.  Divorce doesn’t settle anything – it usually just 

makes the former marital relationship sicker.  If you haven’t known one another fairly 

deeply and well for at least a year, and in varying circumstances, then you don’t know 

each other well enough to marry.  If you don’t know one another’s friends and family, 

then you don’t know enough.  Time and chastity are your two biggest allies when 

evaluating someone you’re considering marrying.  So have a nice honest chat about 

whether you think getting married is the smart thing to do right now. 

 

60. Seek the wisdom of those who know you best:  Go to your parents (both yours and your  

 fiancée’s), and also to three of each of your closest friends and ask them this question:   

 “We’re considering marrying.  Do you see any red flags in this decision?  If so, what  

 are the red flags, and do you have any suggestions as to how we might handle them?”    

 Tip: There is something very smart about going to those who know you best, and asking  

 this question.  Sometimes those who know us best, can see things that we are blind to.  If  

 these friends and loved ones come up with any serious red flags, or consistent  

 observations from two or more of these people, then you need to sit down with one  

 another and have a serious chat.  Don’t think that because you are so much “in love,” that  

 you’ll skate past these issues.  Look closely at the issues – give them that cold, hard,  

 steely-eyed rocket-scientist glare and see what’s truly there.  Ask your friends or loved  

 ones if they have any suggestions for you to consider, in light of the issue they raised.   

 Then, pray together and make the most intelligent plans you can to help you address and  

 overcome the issues or concerns. 
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